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The Birds ‘n Bites program is a monthly gathering (January to 
May and September to November) that offers informative and 
entertaining content for the bird enthusiast. Programs are free 
and open to all. Programs resume in September.

Save the Date for Virtual Fall Forum
Wednesday, October 13, 2021 at 7:00 P.M. MDT

Please join us via Zoom for Great Salt Lake Audubon’s 
Virtual Fall Forum on Wednesday, October 13 at 7:00 P.M. 
New York Times best-selling author Scott Weidensaul 
presents A World on the Wing: The Global Odyssey of 
Migratory Birds. 

In the past two decades, our understanding has exploded 
of the navigational and physiological feats that enable 
birds to cross immense oceans, fly above the highest 
mountains, or remain in unbroken flight for months 
at a stretch. Certain species, such as thrushes, avoid 
dehydration by drinking from their own muscles and 
organs, extending their flight range by more than two 
thousand miles; it seems all but certain that birds orient 
themselves using Earth’s magnetic field through a form  
of quantum entanglement that made Einstein queasy.

These and other revelations convey both the wonder of 
bird migration and its global sweep, from the mudflats 
of the Yellow Sea in China to the remote mountains of 
northeastern India to the dusty hills of southern Cyprus. 
This breathtaking work of nature writing also introduces 
readers to those scientists, researchers, and bird lovers 
trying to preserve global migratory patterns in the face 

of climate change and other 
environmental challenges.

Scott Weidensaul is the author 
of nearly thirty books, including 
the Pulitzer Prize finalist Living 
on the Wind. A naturalist, 
writer, and researcher 
specializing in birds and bird 
migration, he is a native of 
Pennsylvania now living in  
New Hampshire.

GSLA Invites Grant Proposals
by Kandy Richards, Treasurer, GSLA

The Great Salt Lake Audubon Grant Committee invites 
qualifying applicants to submit their proposals by 
Wednesday, September 1, 2021. 

Qualifying applicants must be a non-profit organization 
with 501(c)(3) status or a governmental/non-profit 
educational institution (e.g., university, school district, 
elementary school, etc.).

Successful applicants are asked to demonstrate that their 
request aligns with the GSLA mission, and that projects 
are focused on areas such as conservation, education, or 
academic research.  

While we consider all applications, our preference is 
to fund hard costs such as equipment or supplies.  In 
general, we do not fund salaries for existing organization 
staff except for rare circumstances.

An applicant organization may only apply once per year 
and grants have an upper limit of $1,000.

For more information and to download the application 
see https://greatsaltlakeaudubon.org/grant-program 
Questions can be directed via email to  
treasurer@greatsaltlakeaudubon.org
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Board Highlights—May-June 
by Leah Richardson, Secretary, GSLA
Have you felt a spring in your step or perhaps a chirp in 
your chest over the past few weeks? It seems that things 
are getting better and the birds are getting brighter!  Of 
course, our spring migrants are back and that always 
makes me feel happier.  Great Salt Lake Audubon is 
working on getting back to more normal operations.  
Our field trips have resumed, and we want to encourage 
more folks to join us on these. See the calendar in this 
newsletter for field trip dates.

In other news, Micah Schow will be taking over as 
Program Chair! We are delighted that he has talents to 
help improve our website AND is willing to take on this 
position. We can’t wait to bring you wonderful programs 
in the fall so stay tuned for information on future Birds 
‘n Bites events. Also, see the announcement for our Fall 
Forum in this newsletter—author Scott Weidensaul will 
be our presenter, and this is sure to be a fantastic event.

Another exciting area of growth for GSLA is our Education 
Program. We have quite a few volunteers on this 
committee allowing us to offer more programs like the 
new GSLA Fledglings club. In addition, we have been 
educating the public on bird-window collision issues. 
Peruse our website for information and resources on this 
important topic.

Happy summer birding everyone! 
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Great Salt Lake Audubon Mission

Great Salt Lake Audubon is dedicated to protecting and 
enhancing habitat for wild birds, animals, and plants 

and to maintaining healthy and diverse environments 
for wildlife and people throughout the state.

Contact GSLA
Website: https://greatsaltlakeaudubon.org
Mail: P.O. Box 520867, Salt Lake City, UT 84152
Office: 152 W Burton, Suite J, Salt Lake City, UT 84115
Phone: 385.313.0608
Email: info@greatsaltlakeaudubon.org

Officers                
President:  Heather Dove

Vice President: Ray Smith
Secretary: Leah Richardson
Treasurer: Kandy Richards

Board of Directors and Committee Chairs
 Ian Batterman—Field Trip Coordinator
 Georgie Corkery—Utah Audubon Council
 Linda Johnson—Publicity
 Amanda Kay—Education
 Jeanne Le Ber—Events & Newsletter Editor
 Micah Schow—Programs & Webmaster
 Anne Terry—Tracy Aviary Liaison

Submission Guidelines for The Pelican
Original articles and photos are welcomed. The editor 
reserves the right to choose and edit as needed. Email 
articles to newsletter@greatsaltlakeaudubon.org. 
The Pelican is published 6 times a year. The submission 
deadline for the September-October issue is August 16, 
2021. Printed on recycled paper.

Audubon Membership Opportunities
Local: GSLA chapter-only membership is $30 a year. 
Local membership is important as GSLA is primarily 
self-supporting. Join on the website or use the form 
found on page 8 of this issue of The Pelican. 
National: To join the National Audubon Society (NAS), 
use the link on page 8. The NAS website details the 
benefits of national membership. In addition, you will 
receive a courtesy subscription to our newsletter,  
The Pelican, for one year. 
Both: You may join both GSLA and NAS if you wish to 
support both local and national activities.

From the Editor
Dear Reader, 
As concerned community members we often have the 
opportunity to make our voices heard. Brian Moench and 
Courtney Henley provided A second opinion on the use of 
anti-mosquito pesticides in the SL Tribune (5/16/2021). 
Thank you to Tena Rohr for her letter to the SL Tribune 
(6/6/2021) about the negative effects of toxic chemical 
spraying. Melinda Kaye wrote an opinion piece More 
roads just create more traffic jams (SL Tribune 6/6/2021). 
She suggests that there are alternatives to more roads 
and that common sense demands that we choose a 
different route in an effort to save our public lands and 
open spaces. Kirk Robinson asks us to question the sport 
of pursuing wildlife with dogs (SL Tribune 6/13/2021).

It is important to make our positions heard on issues 
related to conservation and the environment. Keep up 
the good work speaking out for Utah and our planet.

If you have questions, concerns, suggestions, or 
contributions, contact me at  
newsletter@greatsaltlakeaudubon.org.

Enjoy the read.  
Jeanne

https://greatsaltlakeaudubon.org/
mailto:info%40greatsaltlakeaudubon.org?subject=
mailto:newsletter%40greatsaltlakeaudubon.org?subject=
mailto:newsletter%40greatsaltlakeaudubon.org?subject=
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Black-billed Magpie Encounter
by Jeanne Le Ber, GSLA Board
A year-round resident in Utah, the Black-billed Magpie 
is a large black and white bird with a black bill and a 
wonderfully long tail that gives it an exotic look. In the 
right sunlight their dark feathers shine an iridescent blue-
green. In flight magpies exhibit an undulating and gliding 
flight pattern. The long tail is used as a rudder to quickly 
change flight direction. 

Members of the Corvid (crow) family, magpies are 
highly social and intelligent birds exhibiting curiosity and 
engagement with their environment. They talk to one 
another with bill-clicks, soft mews, and harsh and high-
pitched chattering sounds like wocks and weers. When 
traveling in a flock, magpies are constantly calling to one 
another. I’m here, where are you?

Magpies are omnivores eating almost anything, including 
carrion, small mammals, birds, grasshoppers, insects,  
wild fruits, grains and even chocolate chip cookies. Look 
for magpies in open fields, grasslands, ranches, along the 
Jordan River, in the Wasatch Front foothills, on Antelope 
Island, at Farmington Bay Waterfowl Management Area, 
and Bear River Migratory Bird Refuge. 

Magpies build a large dome-shaped nest that takes 40 
days to construct. Both the male and female contribute 
sticks to the effort. The nest has a tunnel entrance and 
exit with an interior grass-lined mud-cup for the eggs. 
Eggs are Incubated for 16-19 days; the young remain 

Black-billed Magpie pair—Pica hudsonia—at their nest
Photo by Bryant Olsen © 

in the nest being fed by their parents for an additional 
23-30 days. When the young leave the nest, they are 
distinguished from their parents by their significantly 
shorter tail. 

A few years ago, I was camped at Rocky Mountain 
National Park in Colorado. Nearby I heard a large group of 
magpies seemingly in a frenzy. I went to investigate and 
discovered a Cooper’s Hawk sitting in a tree with a dead 
magpie. The frantic cacophony by the magpies called 
in more and more individuals who mobbed the hawk. 
Eventually the hawk, with dead magpie grasped in talons, 
flew off with a parliament of magpies in pursuit. 

The Case Against Mosquito Abatement
by Heather Dove, President, GSLA
Great Salt Lake Audubon, along with Utah Physicians for 
a Healthy Environment (UPHE) and the Stop the Polluting 
Port Coalition, is opposed to Salt Lake City Mosquito 
Abatement District’s excessive use of pesticides. It is toxic 
for birds and people and adds volatile organic compounds 
(VOCs) to our already unacceptably polluted airshed.

In February 2021, GSLA worked with other groups to 
address  Salt Lake City Mosquito Abatement District’s 
(SLCMAD) plan to use US Air Force C130 Hercules cargo 
planes to conduct aerial spraying of toxic pesticides over 
the wetlands of the Great Salt Lake south shore to reduce 
mosquito populations. That proposal was defeated.  

We are still concerned about the aerial spraying by small 
planes and are also concerned about the pesticides used 
to kill adults (neurotoxins NALED and BioMist) and larvae 
(Bti). Our mosquito working group has requested a 2-year 
moratorium on mosquito pesticide spraying so that no-
spray approaches adopted by other cities can be studied. 
A petition drawn up by UPHE is now circulating. Please 
consider signing this petition. Go to  

https://uphe.salsalabs.org/MosquitoSprayingPetition

Spraying toxic chemicals over Salt Lake City has to stop. 
It’s not effective in reducing mosquito populations or 
preventing West Nile Virus. Mosquitoes quickly develop 
resistance, which leads to the use of more and stronger 
chemicals. These pesticides are hazardous to human 
health, even at low doses, and to the brain development 
of children. NALED is also considered to be moderate 
to highly toxic to birds and reduces egg production 
and hatching success. In addition to mosquitoes, 
it kills chironomids (nonbiting midges) and other 
macroinvertebrates that are essential food sources for 
the birds to fuel their migration and reproduction.

The pesticide Salt Lake City Mosquito Abatement District 
intends to spray from airplanes over the skies of SLC is 
banned in Europe. Other cities are controlling mosquito 
populations without toxic pesticides; why can’t Salt 
Lake City? We need to stop the chemical arms race. 
Utah’s humans, birds, and other wildlife deserve to be 
protected. No more pesticide downwinders in Utah!

For more info and an extensive bibliography on this topic, 
go to https://www.uphe.org/priority-issues/mosquito-
pesticide-spraying/

https://uphe.salsalabs.org/MosquitoSprayingPetition
https://www.uphe.org/priority-issues/mosquito-pesticide-spraying/
https://www.uphe.org/priority-issues/mosquito-pesticide-spraying/


Calendar of Field Trips
for July-August 2021

GSLA: 385.313.0608; Website: http://greatsaltlakeaudubon.org

THE PELICAN

Wednesday, August 25—6:00 A.M.-2:00 P.M.
Antelope Island & Farmington Bay—EASY
Leader: Bryant Olsen
Email: bryant_olsen@yahoo.com 

Meet at the entrance to Antelope Island Causeway at 
6:00 A.M. Plan for morning birding on Antelope Island 
and afternoon birding at Farmington Bay. Space is 
limited. Contact Bryant if you plan to attend. 

Saturday, August 28—8:00 A.M.-11:00 A.M.
Fall Migrants at North Shore Utah Lake—EASY
Leader: Ian Batterman—920-360-0805
Email: imbatterman@gmail.com 

The neotropical migrants are heading south and Utah 
Lake is a perfect spot for shorebirds and song birds. 
The trail along the north shore of the lake is a great 
place to see them. Meet at the parking lot at the end 
of 2300 West in Lehi at 8:00 A.M. 
Contact Ian if you plan to attend.

Monday, August 30—6:00 A.M.—1:00 P.M.
Inland Sea Shorebird Reserve Bird Survey—EASY
Leader: Bryant Olsen
Email: bryant_olsen@yahoo.com 

We have permission from Rio Tinto/Kennecott Utah 
Copper to do a monthly bird survey of the Inland 
Sea Shorebird Reserve. We may also explore the 
International Center, Saltair & Marina, and Lee Kay 
Ponds. Meet at Fairmont Park in Sugar House (1040 
East Sugarmont Dr.) at 6:00 A.M. PRE-REGISTRATION IS 
REQUIRED and limited. This is a fast-paced trip. 
Contact Bryant Olsen to sign up.

Wednesday, September 1—7:30 A.M.-12:00 P.M.
Mountain Dell, Parley’s Canyon—MODERATE
Leader: Jeanne Le Ber—801.230.4373
Email: jeanne.leber@utah.edu 

See July description for information.
      
Exciting News for Young Birders!
Great Salt Lake Audubon has a new birding club for kids! 
GSLA Fledglings club is a place for young birders to learn 
about our feathery friends, make connections with other 
bird-lovers, and participate in bird games and activities. 
See our online events calendar for club meetup dates.

Unable to join our in-person events? Check out https://
greatsaltlakeaudubon.org/resources/gsla-fledglings-club 
for information about birds, downloadable activities, and 
other resources! Contact Amanda for more information. 
Email: education@greatsaltlakeaudubon.org

Wednesday, July 7—7:30 A.M.-12:00 P.M.
Mountain Dell, Parley’s Canyon—MODERATE
Leader: John Middleton—801.707.9182
Email: john.middleton0@gmail.com 

Join us for this monthly survey of the Mountain Dell 
area. Please meet at 7:30 A.M. in the parking lot just 
west of REI on 3300 South and 3285 East.  
Contact John if you plan to attend.

Saturday, July 10—7:30 A.M.-12:00 P.M.
Brighton Bird Count—EASY/MODERATE/DIFFICULT
Leader: Jeanne Le Ber—801.230.4373 (text) 
Email: jeanne.leber@utah.edu

Meet at 7:30 A.M. at the top of Big Cottonwood 
Canyon in the parking lot adjacent to the Silver 
Lake Visitor Center. Birders can select one of three 
birding options: 1) Silver Lake [easy], 2) Lake Solitude 
[moderate], or 3) Twin Lake [strenuous]. Novice to 
expert birders are welcome to participate. Bring your 
lunch and GSLA will provide cold drinks as we share 
sightings after a morning of birding.  
Contact Jeanne if you plan to attend.

Saturday, July 17—4:30 P.M.-8:00 P.M.
Afternoon at Alta—MODERATE
Leader: Ian Batterman—920.360.0805 (text) 
Email: imbatterman@gmail.com

July is a slow time for birds, but in the higher 
elevations, the birds are more active. We will hike up 
Grizzly Gulch to find high altitude species like Pine 
Grosbeak, Swainson’s Thrush, Olive-sided Flycatcher, 
and maybe Calliope Hummingbird. Afterwards, we 
head down to the canyon entrance to look for Black 
Swifts, an area specialty, as they come in to roost for 
the night. Meet at the Park and Ride at the base of 
Little Cottonwood Canyon at 4:30 P.M.  
Contact Ian if you plan to attend.

Wednesday, July 28—6:00 A.M.-2:00 P.M.
Antelope Island & Farmington Bay—EASY
Leader: Jeanne Le Ber—801.230-4373 (text) 
Email: jeanne.leber@utah.edu

Meet at the entrance to Antelope Island Causeway at 
6:00 A.M. Plan for morning birding on Antelope Island 
and afternoon birding at Farmington Bay. Space is 
limited. Contact Jeanne if you plan to attend. 

Wednesday, August 4—7:30 A.M.-12:00 P.M.
Mountain Dell, Parley’s Canyon—MODERATE
Leader: John Middleton—801.707.9182
Email: john.middleton0@gmail.com 

See July description for information.
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I love to watch the Red-breasted Nuthatch pecking at the 
suet cake while hanging upside down on the basket! Once 
we were entertaining friends from the Seattle area and 
discussing the Northern Flicker, when a pair of them lit on 
a feeder! What a treat! 

For noon and evening meal-time entertainment, we 
watch the action at a peanut-ring feeder filled with raw 
peanuts. The Woodhouse’s Scrub Jay, we call her Pretty-
bird, perches on a nearby spruce branch and cocks her 
head to listen to my call, then flies down to pluck a 
peanut out of the ring. Then the fun begins as two or 
three other jays and a family of up to six Black-billed 
Magpies make competing runs on the ring. 

Come winter, I put out four suet cakes (two specifically 
for the woodpeckers) and four bark butter logs. Of 
course, all this little bird activity attracts bigger birds with 
an appetite for little birds, the most frequent of which has 
been a usually successful Cooper’s Hawk.

The Cornell Lab 
poster of Common 
Feeder Birds hangs 
conveniently near the 
picture window. We 
have seen all but the 
Red-winged Blackbird, 
Mountain Chickadee, 
White-breasted 
Nuthatch and Varied 
Thrush.  The Cooper’s 
Hawk isn’t on the 
poster, but he is a 
feeder bird—isn’t he?

Photo by Tod Young  ©

Observing Our Feeder Birds
by Tod Young, GSLA Member
We live on two-thirds of an acre in Granite, Utah. Located 
in Salt Lake County, east of Sandy, most of our property 
is vegetative cover, with a grove of tall oaks in front, 
and spruce, forsythia and other shrubbery in back that 
includes native grasses and landscaping features. Our 
wildlife habitat is populated by a few mammals and lots 
of birds. Birds--the innumerable proto-dinosaur residents.

We regularly feed birds and have lots of feeders, including 
two perforated platforms (one large, one small), one 
large capacity squirrel-proof feeder, a thistle feeder, 
three mixed seed feeders, and one hummingbird feeder 
attached to our kitchen window. Every spring this dark 
green, pretty girl flies to our south-facing picture window 
to remind me to install a bottle of simple syrup, Please. 
Like NOW! Thank you. 

I started out a few years ago buying three sacks of black 
oil sunflower seed to support Great Salt Lake Audubon’s 
fall fundraiser. This year, I bought five 40-pound sacks, 
plus one 40-pound sack of songbird seed mix. Good thing 
we’re retired with time to keep our various families fed! 

Our regular feeder birds include finches and sparrows 
who consume tons of seed, leaving behind tons of shell 
debris. Spotted Towhee entertain us with their ground-
scratching behavior. Lately we have provided thistle seed 
for large flocks of Lesser Goldfinch—OMG, do they ever 
go through a bin-full of seed! Both Mourning & Eurasian 
Collared-Doves abound. Black-capped Chickadee with 
their various sonic offerings and curious feeding habits 
delight.  We watch them zipping to the platform feeder, 
picking up one seed, then zipping off to a hidden cache. 

Marelynn Weiss Zipser, PhD 
(1937-2021) bequeathed a 
generous donation to Great Salt 
Lake Audubon after her passing 
this year. GSLA is greatly honored 
by her thoughtful gift. 

Dr. Marelynn Zipser was a 
nutrition and food scientist and 
educator who enjoyed a varied 

career.  Her work life ranged from teaching at Colorado 
State University, to writing children’s textbooks on 
nutrition, to director of product development and quality 
control at Celestial Seasonings where she formulated 
several new tea blends. 

Marelynn and her husband Ed moved to Utah in 1999 
where Ed finished his career at the University of Utah 

as a professional meteorologist. Upon moving to Salt 
Lake City, Marelynn turned her energy and talents to 
volunteering for various organizations including the 
Assistance League, the League of Women Voters, and the 
University of Utah Women’s Club. 

Marelynn and Ed traveled extensively, often combining 
work and pleasure. They visited all seven continents 
before Marelynn turned 70. They also enjoyed the 
outdoors and frequently took their daughters camping 
and hiking in the mountains all over the West. 

We extend our sincere condolences to Ed and daughters 
Gerry and Jacqui, their spouses and children. We 
appreciate Marelynn’s generous donation and intend 
to utilize the funds to continue our work to protect and 
conserve birds, habitat, and the environment.

In Memoriam—Marelynn Weiss Zipser
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Amanda Kay—Educator and Artist
GSLA Board, Education Committee Chair

Hello and good day! My name 
is Amanda Kay. I have been 
a member of the Great Salt 
Lake Audubon board and 
the Education Committee 
Chair for about two and a 
half years. It has been my 
pleasure getting to know the 
other board members and 
learning everything I can 
about our local birds and the 
importance of the Great Salt 
Lake. 

I have always had an interest in birds, although that mild 
curiosity has turned into a fiery passion over the last five 
years! Aside from my volunteer work with GSLA, I have 
also volunteered with HawkWatch International, as well 
as Liberty Wildlife and Audubon Arizona in Phoenix. 

A close second to my love of birds is my love of art. I have 
been painting landscapes and wildlife for almost a decade 
now and have recently begun trying my hand at scientific 
illustration with watercolors. I am currently teaching a 
life-long learning Nature Journaling with Watercolors 
course for Osher, through the University of Utah. 

When I’m not birding or arting, I am spending time with 
my husband and two young boys hiking, traveling, or 
otherwise adventuring and exploring. 

Unable to tame my passion for wildlife, I have decided 
to return to school this fall to earn a degree in Wildlife 
Sciences and Environmental Education. 

            __________________________________________________________________

Long-term Bird Numbers at Great Salt Lake
by Brian Tavernia, Saline Lake Ecologist, Audubon
The Utah Division of Wildlife Resource’s Great Salt Lake 
Ecosystem Program (GSLEP) and the National Audubon 
Society (Audubon) recently collaborated to see how 
bird numbers changed at Great Salt Lake over a 21-year 
period (1997 – 2017). 

GSLEP was established in the mid-1990s with the 
purpose to manage and conserve the bird and aquatic 
communities of Great Salt Lake. Since 1997, GSLEP has 
counted migratory shorebirds, waterfowl, and other 
waterbirds at specific locations predominantly in Bear 
River, Farmington, and Ogden bays. The resulting 
dataset—collected by GSLEP biologists and volunteers—
is likely among the longest annual count datasets for 
wetland sites in the western United States. 

Audubon entered into a collaborative agreement with 
GSLEP to analyze changes in counts for 30 bird species 
and 7 groups. Almost without exception, the total 
number of birds counted across areas surveyed by GSLEP 
remained unchanged or increased during spring and fall 
for the species and groups analyzed. It is important to 
note these trends do not apply to Great Salt Lake as a 
whole—just the surveyed areas. 

Stable or increasing counts do not necessarily mean 
that habitat conditions in surveyed areas were stable or 
improving. Across western North America, assessments 
indicate that surface water resources are declining. With 
declining water resources and specialized saline lake and 
wetland habitats across the west, birds may be drawn to 
GSL habitats because they are running out of places to go.

The stable and positive trends suggest that the surveyed 
areas continue to provide important migratory habitat 
that must be conserved to support key species. Upstream 
water diversions, drought, and climate change have 
affected and will continue to affect water supplies needed 
to maintain Great Salt Lake and its associated wetlands 
for birds and for other services, such as brine shrimp 
harvesting and recreation.

Utah recognizes the importance of Great Salt Lake to 
birds as well as to other social and economic benefits. 
Recently, Governor Cox declared 2021 the Year of the 
Shorebird to mark the 30th anniversary of the lake joining 
the Western Hemisphere Shorebird Reserve Network. 
This network represents a collection of sites that strives 
to secure shorebirds and their habitats through partner-
based conservation across the hemisphere.  

In 2019, Utah’s government recognized the importance 
of flows for the lake, and, as a result, state agencies are 
working with stakeholders to identify, evaluate, and 
implement studies, programs, and policies to maintain 
flows to the lake. Audubon is participating in these 
state-led efforts and working to support efforts, including 
federal legislation, to study comprehensively saline lakes, 
birds, and habitats across the western U.S. 

Audubon will continue working with collaborators, 
including GSLEP, to identify factors at Great Salt Lake 
and regionally that affect birds and their habitats. It is 
through these efforts that informed conservation and 
management actions can maintain Great Salt Lake’s 
phenomenal birds 
and the lake’s 
special status 
within the global 
conservation 
community.

 Red-necked Phalarope at GSL
Photo by Max Malmquist ©

https://wildlife.utah.gov/gsl/
https://wildlife.utah.gov/gsl/
https://wildlife.utah.gov/gsl/
http://National Audubon Society
http://National Audubon Society
https://www.audubon.org/conservation/project/saline-lakes
https://www.audubon.org/news/governor-cox-declares-2021-year-shorebird-great-salt-lake
https://www.audubon.org/news/governor-cox-declares-2021-year-shorebird-great-salt-lake
https://whsrn.org/whsrn_sites/great-salt-lake/
https://www.audubon.org/news/watershed-moment-addressing-great-salt-lakes-declining-water-levels
https://www.audubon.org/news/watershed-moment-addressing-great-salt-lakes-declining-water-levels
https://www.audubon.org/news/update-governor-signs-utah-water-bills
https://www.audubon.org/news/update-governor-signs-utah-water-bills
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https://www.audubon.org/news/us-senators-re-introduce-science-based-program-unique-saline-salt-lake
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Preventing Bird Window Collisions at the 
University of Utah
by Barbara Brown, Professor Emeritus

Cedar Waxwings, a 
dapper gift from nature, 
have always been one 
of my favorite birds. 
When I found them dead 
or stunned from flying 
into the windows of my 
University of Utah office, I 
adapted my environmental 
psychology background 
to research birds, not 
humans. My students 

and I observed birds that crashed into the windows of 8 
campus buildings during several fall and winter seasons.  
I found I worked in the Hotspot of Death.

We learned about the special tunnel tests of window 
collision deterrents by Christine Sheppard. Birds released 
into tunnels would fly away from visibly-marked windows 
and towards unmarked windows that birds could not 
perceive as solid surfaces. One promising collision 
deterrent was Feather Friendly® markers—small ¼” white 
dots applied 2 inches apart on window exteriors.  

But would Feather Friendly® markers protect outside of 
tunnels, in the distracting world of buildings, landscaping, 
and wind? We secured grants from the Sustainable 
Campus Initiative Fund to test windows before and after 
markers were applied and compared their performance 
against unprotected control windows on the same 
buildings.  

In our first study across two winters (Brown et al., 2019), 
collisions declined from 7 to 2 for treated windows but 
stayed at 8 collisions each winter for control areas. In the 
second study of two buildings, still under peer review, 
collisions declined from 13 to 1 for treated windows 
and 11 to 6 for control areas. Averaging across the two 
studies, Feather Friendly® markers reduced collisions by 
81% compared to 22% for control areas. 

Across all 8 buildings we also identified several patterns 
for window collisions. First, mirrored windows were 
especially deadly to birds. Second, the permanent bird-
friendly windows, including fritted windows at Gardner 
Commons and ORNILUX ultraviolet reflective windows 
on the law school, deterred collisions. Third, fruiting pear 
trees fed hungry Cedar Waxwings in winter, but the birds 
also collided into nearby reflective or mirrored windows.

Our conclusions? Feather Friendly® protective markers 
are effective on real buildings. Also, people should 
avoid planting food sources near reflective or mirrored 
windows.  In fact, we recommend mirrored windowed 
be avoided and that bird-friendly windows be required 

for new construction. New York City recently instituted 
a bird-friendly window design standard. Now that we 
know what deters window collisions, we can protect birds 
better. My office is no longer the Hotspot of Death!

You can study or add to our archive of iNaturalist photos 
of bird collisions on campus.  You can post your own 
photos of bird carcasses from campus and their window 
collision locations. Or you can email me the information 
and I will post them. Here is the link: https://www.
inaturalist.org/projects/university-of-utah-bird-window-
collision-project  Email: Barbara.brown@fcs.utah.edu 

Links to our publications and study details are available 
at:  https://fcs.utah.edu/research/birdstrike/bird-
strikeprojectindex.php  (or see DOI 10.7717/peerj.7620)

JULY-AUGUST

The Rock Wren
Story and Photo © by Tori Sohm, GSLA Member
The rock blended into the stark landscape, ancient and 
craggy and unmoving. For years untold, it had watched 
the sun and moon wheel across the sky, dust storms 
billow, lightning flicker like passing thoughts. It had 
witnessed glaciers advance and retreat, a great inland 
sea shrunk and turned to salt. It had felt the rumble 
of earthquakes as continents shifted, raising jagged 
mountains from the very breaking of the land itself. Fires 
had scorched it; wind, rain, and snow had beaten upon it; 
lichens crept slowly across it and lent it color.  

The rock hadn’t shifted in hundreds of years.

And today, in the hopeful sunshine of early spring, a 
small brown bird scampered across its weathered face 
with sure feet and a confident bounce. He flicked his tail, 
threw his bill to the sky, and poured forth joyful song.

My rock my rock MY ROCK!

The wren could not fathom the ancient indifference of 
the rock over which it presumed to lay claim. He was less 
than a blip in an endless parade of creatures large and 
small who had attempted the same thing. But neither 
could the rock comprehend the drama of biology—the 
joys and tragedies, lovers and rivals and babies, the close 
encounters with death.

Yet here they were together, the rock and the wren, in a 
moment that meant nothing to one and everything to  
the other. 

The wren perched 
high on the rock and 
sang with jubilation.

Cedar Waxwing
Photo by Linda Johnson ©

https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/university-of-utah-bird-window-collision-project 
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/university-of-utah-bird-window-collision-project 
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/university-of-utah-bird-window-collision-project 
mailto:Barbara.brown%40fcs.utah.edu?subject=
https://fcs.utah.edu/research/birdstrike/bird-strikeprojectindex.php
https://fcs.utah.edu/research/birdstrike/bird-strikeprojectindex.php
https://peerj.com/articles/7620/
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